NUMB. 28.1

FROM THURSDAY FEBRUARY I, TO THURSDAY FEBRUARY 8.

1710-11.

Caput est in omni procurations negotii et muneris publici, ut
avaritiae pellatur etiam minima suspicio*

HTHERE is no vice which mankind carries to such wild
JL extremes as that of avarice : Those two which seem to
rival it in this point, are lust and ambition: but, the former
is checked by difficulties and diseases, destroys itself by its
own pursuits, and usually declines with old age : and the
latter requiring courage, conduct and fortune in a high
degree, and meeting with a thousand dangers and opposi-
tions, succeeds too seldom in an age to fall under common
observation. Or, is avarice perhaps the same passion with
ambition, only placed in more ignoble and dastardly minds,
by which the object is changed from power to money ? Or
it may be, that one man pursues power in order to wealth,
and another wealth in order to power; which last is the
safer way, though longer about, and suiting with every
period as well as condition of life, is more generally fol-
lowed.

However it be, the extremes of this passion are certainly
more frequent than of any other, and often to a degree so
absurd and ridiculous, that if it were not for their frequency,
they could hardly obtain belief. The stage^ which carries
other follies and vices beyond nature and probability, falls
very short in the representations of avarice; nor are there
any extravagances in this kind described by ancient or

1                                No. 27 in the reprint.   [T. S.]

2                                  " It is of the greatest importance in the discharge of every office of
trade, or of the public treasury, that the least suspicion of avarice
should be avoided."  [T. S.]